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STATE WATER 
BOARD HAS A 
REPUTATION 
FOR 
ENFORCEMENT

Created An Enforcement 
Unit

Partnered With State Water 
Board Office Of Enforcement 

Developed Skills And Tools 



GOAL OF ENFORCEMENT UNIT

Protect Public Health And The Environment By Preventing 
Violations And Effectively Enforcing Laws, Regulations, And 

Laboratory Standards When Violations Occur

• Separation of Function

• Complaint Based, Risk Based



ELAP IS NO LONGER “A PAPER TIGER”
• Philosophy Of Progressive Enforcement
• Notice Of Violation

• Monetary Penalties

• Suspension

• Revocation

• Conducted 60 Investigations Since 2015

• Uncovered A Tangled Web Of Laboratory Fraud



PROSECUTORIAL FRAMEWORK

Criminal

Beyond a Reasonable 
Doubt

Civil

Preponderance of 
Evidence

Administrative 

Substantial Evidence



BACKGROUND OF CRIMINAL CASE
• California’s UST Cleanup Fund Is Financed By A   

2-cent Per Gallon Gasoline Tax

• The Fund Is Used To Reimburse Contractors Who 
Perform Cleanup Of Petroleum Leaks At UST 
Facilities Statewide (Up To $1.5 Million Per Site)

• The Fund Has Reimbursed More Than $3.6 Billion 
Since 1992, Including $132 Million In 2016

• About 8,700 Sites Have Been Remediated And 
Closed Since The Fund’s Inception In 1989



THE REFERRAL 
• Rumors That Cal Tech Environmental Laboratories Will 

“Give You The Results You Want”

• Data Package With Multiple Red Flags
•Misspellings, Different Fonts

• Pattern Of QC Results Without Variation

• QC And Client Sample Results Inconsistent With Raw Data 

• Altered Data



SEARCH WARRANT 

• After 6 Hour Interview, Roobik 

Yaghoubi (Owner/Lab Director) 

Admits That His Client Asked Him 

To Change Data In Order To Justify 

More Clean Up And Get 

Reimbursed By The Clean Up Fund

• Seized 36 Boxes Of Analytical Data



FAILING QC 

Toluene d8 is 40.20%, Which is Below 

the Acceptable Range of 70%‐130%

Cal Tech Changed the  Surrogate Recovery from 

40.20% to 92% to Make the Data Appear Acceptable 



OMITTING QC

Surrogate Recoveries for 

Dibromofluoromethane and 

1,2‐Dichloroethane‐D4 were 

Both Detected as 0%, but 

Reported as 100% to Make 

the Data Appear Acceptable



EXPUNGING; NO VARIATION IN METHOD 
BLANK RESULTS 



ALTERING DATA

MTBE, Benzene, and Toluene Not 
Detected; but Reported at 48, 13, and 

74 µg/L 



BROKEN CHAIN OF CUSTODY

Roobik Received The Samples At His House 

At 10:00 AM, 5.5 Hours Before Ontrac 

Delivered Them



DOUBLE INVOICING 

Cal Tech’s Books Indicates $1,000 Invoice

Invoice Submitted to the State is $2,117.50; 

Which is $1,117.50 More Than Cal Tech’s Books



INSTRUMENT CONDITION

Dust Bunnies and Possible Dead Insect Near the 
Injection Port



OUTCOME OF THE CASE
• Criminal Prosecution 
• Three Years Probation + Community Service
• $190K Restitution
• Debarred By EPA (Pending)

• Spawned A Number Of Investigations  
Into Consultants 
• Administrative Fraud Settlement (Including  

Disqualification From Cleanup Fund Work)
• Penalty Of $90K



ENFORCEMENT 
IS A CRITICAL 
ELEMENT OF 
THE 
REGULATORY 
CRAFT

• Combatting Inappropriate 
Laboratory Practices 

• Improving Regulatory Agency 
Confidence in ELAP Laboratories 

• Boosts Voluntary Compliance 



QUESTIONS


